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Tom Cramer could die
in prison.

That’s not a particular-
ly settling thought if
you’re Tom Cramer.

Cramer, you may re-
call, ran an escort ser-
vice and pleaded guilty in
March to the sex traf-
ficking of underage
women. I first wrote
about him after his arrest
in February 2012, the
first significant sex traf-
ficking bust in a series
that have continued lo-
cally since. 

Since then, Cramer
and I have spoken a num-
ber of times. He’s called
me from jails and prison,
wherever he may be
incarcerated at the time,
and encouraged me to
dig into some of the alle-
gations against him.

His roommate in a
Brighton home was also
trafficking women,
Cramer alleged, a claim
that seems to be borne
out by the court docu-
ments. That individual is

a convicted sex offender.
Why, Cramer asked, was
he not criminally
charged?

Also, Cramer said, he
wasn’t a brutal pimp, the
kind portrayed in movies
(and the kind who does
exist for many fragile
women on the street).
One woman came to him
for help after she’d been
beaten by her pimp. He
got her out of danger,
then she joined the escort
service operations he
ran, Cramer said.

None of this changes
the criminal charges
against Cramer. And Tom
Cramer is a prime ex-
ample of a changing
criminal justice land-
scape.

Before his 2012 arrest,
Cramer was jailed for
crimes ranging from bad
checks to swindles. Be-
fore that incarceration,
the crimes he is now
accused of committing
may have been resolved
with lesser charges of
promoting prostitution.

But now both state and
federal police agencies
have strengthened their
sex trafficking enforce-
ment. Whereas the pros-
titutes typically were the

ones arrested and jailed
in the past, the police
now recognize — or at
least some do — that
there often is a coercive
element with the crime.
Busting the hookers is
easy; finding the traffick-
er takes more work.

Sex traffickers may
provide drugs for addicts
or a roof over the head
for runaways as a way to
get young women and
men to turn to prostitu-
tion. Yes, there are some
prostitutes who operate
on their own, pocketing
all of their money, but
more often than not there
is a man or woman peel-
ing away a large percent-
age of the money taken in
by the prostitutes.

The Monroe County
Sheriff’s Office and
Rochester police are
active members of an
anti-trafficking task
force in western New
York. They’ve been ag-
gressive with their traf-
ficking investigations,
said Andra Ackerman,
the deputy chief of the
Monroe County District
Attorney’s Special Vic-
tims Trial Division.

With prostitution
cases “you definitely see

law enforcement taking
another look and looking
deeper,” she said.

Tom Cramer ran an
escort service. A decade
ago he may not have
been considered a sex
trafficker. Now he is.

And, what’s as sad as
his dismal future in pris-
on — a morbidly obese
man who weighs 450
pounds, Cramer suffers
from multiple health
ailments — is the fact
that he’s a pretty smart
guy. He’s adept with
computers, articulate
and bright.

While imprisoned at a
state prison in 2006, his

cell was searched after a
guard thought books
Cramer was reading had
questionable titles. Those
books: Hacking Windows
XP, Hacking Exposed,
Red Hat Linux Bible and
Windows XP Bible.

Records show that
Cramer may have been a
victim of physical abuse
when young.

“Cramer was born
prematurely on April 13,
1972, to a mother who
suffered from spina bifi-
da and was confined to a
wheelchair and to a fa-
ther who suffered from
Paranoid Schizophrenia,”
Cramer’s attorney, Assis-
tant Federal Public De-
fender Jeffrey Ciccone
writes in court papers.

Cramer’s father once
threw boiling water on
him when Cramer was 6
or 7 years old, Ciccone
says in court papers. His
mother once punctured
his arm with a screw-
driver because he had
not cleaned his room.

That upbringing, his
health problems, and his
remorse, Cramer hopes,
may make a judge think
twice before locking him
up for life.

Cramer is scheduled

to be sentenced next
Thursday. The manda-
tory minimum sentence
for his crimes is 10 years,
and the maximum is life.

In a letter to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Frank Geraci
Jr., Cramer seems to
recognize what the law
now does: that he was not
an innocent bystander in
the prostitution business.
Instead, he relied on
runaways and vulnerable
young women.

“My justification to
myself was that the wom-
en knew what the busi-
ness was about and there
wasn’t any force,” he
wrote. “Today I under-
stand the completely
wrongness in that when
people won’t look out for
themselves I needed to
look out for them and
THAT was my failure.

“I knew better but put
my conscience on the
back burner looking at
the fun & money.”

The watchdog column
appears in print on Fri-
days and online all the
time in the watchdog
blog at Democratand-
Chronicle.com. Gary
Craig can be reached at
(585) 258-2479.
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Thomas Cramer of
Brighton, seen here in 2012
is scheduled to be
sentenced next Thursday.
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the community who actu-
ally deal with our officers
tend to have a more favor-
able impression of us.

“This fact is very en-
couraging for us and it
supports the direction we
are moving towards with
the reorganization plan,”
he said. 

The results were re-
leased just a week after
crime statistics from 2013
indicated property and vi-
olent crime continue to
decline, with last year’s
numbers ending below
the five-year average.
The city saw more robber-
ies last year, more shoot-
ing victims and the first
consecutive-year uptick
in homicides in more than
a decade.

“Despite the docu-
mented data,” Warren
said, “depending on
where you live, your age,
your gender and race,
many people still live in
fear. No one should have
to live in fear.” 

The results were also
released on the heels of
the decision to move to
quadrants. Ciminelli sent
a project plan to city hall
last month, setting out a
process and timetable for
moving to the quadrant
system. He said a plan
should be sent to Warren
in May but the change
likely won’t start to occur
until a year from now. The
switch to the current two-
division, east-west struc-
ture occurred when Rob-
ert Duffy was police chief
in 2004 — it was a means
of doing more with less in
the face of ongoing bud-
get cuts. 

Ciminelli said steps
have already been taken
to allow officers more
time to interact with resi-
dents. The move to the
quadrant structure will
increase that even more.

For the survey, the city
hired the Cornell Univer-
sity Survey Research In-
stitute to interview resi-
dents about their percep-
tions of crime in Roches-
ter and how well officers
are treating them.

The plan was for the
Cornell group to cold-call
residents until 383 re-
sponses were obtained.
The responses were to be
obtained with an eye to-
ward geographic, racial
and economic diversity.
The survey was expected
to cost the city about
$15,000 and take up to
about five to seven weeks
to complete.
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PAC-TAC, and the Police
Activities League.

Interim Police Chief
Michael Ciminelli and
Mayor Lovely Warren
said they did not find
many surprises in the re-
sults of the survey, but
that it reinforced their
plans to focus on com-
munity engagement and
to geographically re-
structure the depart-
ment from a two-divi-
sion structure to a quad-
rant structure. 

“One of the most sig-
nificant findings to me
personally in this poll is
that the more people ac-
tually interact with the
Rochester Police De-
partment, including en-
gagement such as the
Neighborhood Service
Centers, the Police Ac-
tivities League, neigh-
borhood meetings and
PAC-TAC, the more posi-
tive their perceptions,”
said Ciminelli. “This
tells us that the people in

City and police offi-
cials Thursday afternoon
announced the results of a
survey conducted in
Rochester that polled res-
idents on how they per-
ceive crime and safety in
their neighborhoods.

The results: Most peo-
ple feel favorably about
the police department,
but less than half actually
trust its officers to act in
their best interest.

The survey began in
November and was de-
signed to gauge police
performance and feelings
of security among resi-
dents. The survey collect-
ed demographic informa-
tion from participants, in-
cluding race, neighbor-
hood of residence, income
level and ethnicity. 

It also collected opin-
ions on various police pro-
grams such as Neighbor-
hood Service Centers,

Survey: RPD viewed favorably,
but trust in its officers is low 
Jon Hand
Staff writer 

Videotaped statements
and 911 recordings of ac-
cused killer Clayton Whit-
temore will be released to
the public, a state Su-
preme Court justice ruled
Thursday.

Whittemore, 22, of
New Hartford, Oneida
County, is accused of beat-
ing to death his girlfriend,
18-year-old Alexandra Ko-
gut, inside her dorm room
at The College at Brock-
port on Sept. 29, 2012. He
is charged with second-
degree murder.

On Thursday, Judge
Daniel J. Doyle heard ar-
guments from attorney
Christopher Thomas, on
behalf of the Democrat
and Chronicle, television
stations WHAM, WHEC,
WROC and Time Warner
Cable News, to release the
audio and video record-
ings of Whittemore’s Sept.

29 interactions with 911
dispatchers and police in-
vestigators.

Whittemore’s attorney
had sought in May to sup-
press the incriminating
statements his client gave
to police, but state Su-
preme Court Justice Dan-
iel J. Doyle denied the mo-
tion in a Jan. 27 ruling.

Video recordings of

statements Whittemore
made to police could be
available as early as Fri-
day, while Doyle gave
Whittemore’s attorneys
a week to review copies
of the recorded 911 calls
before they will be made
public.

MCDERMOT@DemocratandChronicle
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Judge will release
Whittemore evidence 
Meaghan McDermott
Staff writer

Clayton Whittemore is accused in the killing of Alexandra
Kogut, 18, a freshman at The College at Brockport. His
lawyer, Mark Curley, spoke briefly with him during a
hearing Thursday. TINA MACINTYRE-YEE/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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