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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Mend broken N.Y. elections

Natural burial is right for me

There is a need for major reform
of our New York state campaign finance system. Now it is time for us to
tell our representatives, “This has to
change,” and to demand that Gov.
Andrew Cuomo live up to his promise
to reform the system and make recommended changes.
The Moreland Commission report
has recommended many reforms to
address the current “incompetent”
and “dysfunctional” election process.
One glaring area of concern is our
state Board of Elections, which does
not enforce the laws and ignores its
staff’s recommendations. A critical
step is to replace the state Board of
Elections’ inadequate oversight of the
campaign financing system with an
independent, nonpartisan watchdog.
Also, the League of Women Voters
urges lower contribution limits, elimination of loopholes, robust disclosure
of contributions and a public financing system of elections through a
small-donor match process.

As one of those addressed as a “treehugger,” I feel it appropriate to reply to
the writer of a recent letter that suggests that environmentalists like myself are being stupid in the way we plan
to be buried.
The writer has a perfect right to be
buried in any way he chooses, and to
choose as expensive a burial as his
budget allows, but that doesn’t make his
decision better than mine. We should all
do what we think appropriate, but no
one’s choice should be looked upon as
inappropriate.
Since the Earth we live on belongs to
all of us, we should all be doing what we
think best to preserve it for future
generations, and my choice for natural
burial works best for me.

GEORGIA DeGREGORIO
ROCHESTER
President, League of Women Voters — Rochester
Metropolitan Area

U.S. base wage is unacceptable
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A recent letter writer expressed
the idea that any increase in the minimum wage was an attempt “to raise
minimum-wage workers to the middle
class.” This person is so out of touch
with reality. Even if the minimum
wage were raised to $15 per hour, that
is not middle class wages. Check the
federal poverty standards, and this
conclusion will be obvious. Also, there
are other criteria for the middle classification.
One big question: Will a minimum
wage increase cause retailers and
restaurants to raise prices? Even if
the answer is yes, those workers receiving a wage increase will be
brought into normal economic society.
If the minimum is raised gradually,
the effect can be minimized.
The current minimum wage is
miserably behind acceptability.

BRIGHTON

Funds wasted on renovations
So St. John of Rochester Church is
spending $2.7 million on ... itself. Not on
its parishioners, it’s spending $2.7 million on its building — a building that is
only 30 years old, in relatively good
condition, and is often at least one-third
empty for services.
As a member of the parish for 30
years, I am sick at heart about this
project. With $2.7 million, why not build
a new facility for the House of Mercy,
and help shelter and clothe the homeless? Then use the balance of the money to feed the hungry for many years.
Is this what the Catholic Church is
about? Does the Catholic Church not
have enough things, buildings, material
possessions? Shame on us.
KEVIN O’ROURKE
PERINTON

No work for the computer-less
All those employers that only accept
applications online are missing out on a
lot of good employees, and one of them
is me. You need to have paper applications as well.
Not the whole world has a computer.
If I could find more work, I might buy a
computer and Internet.

DONN RICE

JODY HOLLAND

GREECE

GREECE

Euthanasia in Europe

During the Christmas season when
Copyright © 2013 Democrat and Chronicle 12/18/2013
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many celebrate a unique and miraculous birth, what the late Pope John
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