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Rights equal power
A lot has been said and
written these days about
where we are headed as a
country. Are we still a Republic? Are we still a democracy?
We at the League
of Women Voters of
Rochester Metropolitan Area respond by
saying as long as we citizens show up at our local
government meetings —
village, town, county and
city — to ask the important
questions
and
demand
transparency from our
elected officials, as well as
the departments that serve
us, then we are still a country with a future to be proud
of.
James Madison, called
the Father of the Constitution, said it best: “a well-instructed people alone can be
permanently free.” Yes, “We
the People” ... “in order to
form a more perfect union”
need to be “instructed” (or
informed) about our government and our role in making
it work for us.
Sunshine Week was initiated as a nationwide effort
to open up dialogue on the
importance of transparent
government with freedom
of information. It is celebrated in mid-March to coincide with James Madison’s
birthday on March 16. This
initiative originated from
the work of several newspapers, and it has grown, in

Georgia
DeGregorio
GUEST ESSAYIST

large part, because of media’s continued support. The
League commends this paper for its Watchdog Reports such as “Rescuing
Rochester’s Children” and
“Who Should Pay for the
Erie Canal”?
How well do our local
governments share information? We all have the
right to know what our government is doing and why —
both its successes and failures. Exercising our right to
know gives us — the public
— power. It allows us to contribute to our governments
and hold our governments
accountable. But these laws
are only as good as we demand that they be.
For decades, League
members have acted as government watchdogs at federal, state and local levels.
We have an Observer Corps
of volunteers who report on
transparency of government and on the issues we
care about. Why not join us
in seeing history in the making? Contact the League
through its website at
www.lwv-rma.org.
DeGregorio is president,
LWVRochester Metro Area.
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appointment of Dr. C. Everett
Koop to the post of surgeon
general as causing “a serious
urrent political state
case of the vapors among libermate between Demoals” and that Koop was “atd Republicans resemtacked as scary, intolerant and
arriage between a
unqualified.” I don’t recall any
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the technology 200 years ago to
measure the concentration of
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and therefore have no
way of proving it. We have the
means to measure the concentrations of CO2 before the human race even existed; it is
called an ice core sample.
It will never cease to amaze
me that the willfully ignorant
will accept nothing that they
find to be inconvenient or just
plain do not want to be true.
ROBERT CULL
FARMINGTON, ONTARIO COUNTY
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All submissions must include
your name, address and daytime
telephone number. Limit letters to
fewer than 175 words. Send to
Letters to the Editor, Democrat and
Chronicle, 55 Exchange Blvd.,
Rochester, NY 14614; email
dceditpage@DemocratandChronicle
.com. Speaking Out essays:
Submit to speakout@Democratand
Chronicle.com. For information, call
(585) 258-2641 or (585) 258-2250.
Fax: (585) 258-2356. All letters and
March 11, 2013 2:02 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA
essays chosen for print are subject
to editing for length, clarity and
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